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now, to sharpen an agelong rivalry, there was the smart of
Calais, and more serious still were the pretensions of the
Dauphin's wife, Mary Queen of Scots, to the English throne.
Mary's claim had been mooted as a debating point during the
peace negotiations. If we surrender Calais, the French said to the
Spaniards, to whom shall we surrender it, for the Dauphin's wife
is the rightful Queen of England? After the peace, Mary openly
quartered the arms of England on her coat of arms, and English
ambassadors were invited to feast off plate that flaunted her claim.
The claim might have been harmless - little more than a re-
minder that Mary would have a right to the succession should
Elizabeth die childless - if religion had not cut athwart politics.
Sooner or later, the Pope was bound to excommunicate Eliza-
beth and look for some Catholic prince to depose her; she was
the principal Protestant prince in Europe, and there could be
no finer move with which to inaugurate a victorious counter-
Reformation. Do what she would: use the courtship of the
Archduke Charles as a shield; stimulate Philip's protective inter-
ventions at Rome; bring out her crucifix, candles, and vestments
in the royal Chapel, to the infinite grief of godly Englishmen
returning home from exile, who sorrowed over the New Jeru-
salem with its dumb remnants of idolatry; try by timely com-
ments, when the heavens looked black, to create the impression
in ambassadors' minds that she was not half as Protestant as her
radical young councillors and had been their reluctant tool in
the religious changes; for all her art, Elizabeth could hardly
expect the blow to be delayed long.

It seemed as though the history of the late reign would be
repeated, and as Elizabeth had then been the focus of Protestant
hopes against her sister's Catholicism, so Mary Queen of Scots
would now become the focus of Catholic hopes. Repeated, how-
ever, with this difference, that while, compared with her sister's,
Elizabeth's resources had been negligible, Mary could hope for
the blessing and support of the Pope, and would certainly have
the might and ambition of France behind her. Scotland would
be her base, and only the ill-fortified town of Berwick stood
between her and the Catholic north of England.